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ANNIVERSARIES AND DATES

Th e 80th Anniversary 
of Corresponding Member 
of the National Academy 
of Sciences of Ukraine 
Volodymyr O. IVANYTSIA

Volodymyr Ivanytsia, a renowned scientist in the 
fi elds of microbiology and biotechnology, Cor-
responding Member of the National Academy 
of Sciences of Ukraine, Doctor of Biological Sci-
ences, Professor, laureate of the D.K. Zabolotny 
Prize of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine, and Honored Worker of Science and 

Technology of Ukraine, was born on June 3, 
1946, in the city of Iziaslav, Khmelnytskyi region.

Th e scientifi c interests of V.O. Ivanytsia fo-
cus on fundamental issues of microbial vari-
ability toward increasing aggressiveness, in-
cluding antibiotic resistance under conditions 
of chronic environmental pollution by chemi-
cal toxicants.

Volodymyr O. Ivanytsia has made a signifi -
cant contribution to the study of microbial bio-
diversity of the Black Sea. Metagenomic studies 
of the microbiome conducted under his leader-
ship have shed light on the previously unknown 
taxonomic composition of Black Sea prokary-
otes and their biotechnological potential. In 
deep anaerobic sediments of the Black Sea, V.O. 
Ivanytsia discovered aerobic bacteria that had 
been naturally preserved and retained viability 
for thousands of years; he demonstrated their 
diversity, identifi ed spectra of antimicrobial 
compounds, and revealed promising producers 
of new antibiotics, antitumor compounds, and 
enzymes useful for medicine, agriculture, and 
the food industry.

Th e results of V.O. Ivanytsia’s research are of 
great importance for environmental biotech-
nology. Under his leadership, microbiological 
methods have been developed for the bioremedi-
ation of soils and marine waters from pollution, 
treatment of wastewater and soils contaminated 
with petroleum hydrocarbons, surfactants, and 
heavy metal ions, as well as biotechnologies for 
the extraction of rare and precious metals from 
technogenic waste.
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At Odesa I.I. Mechnikov National Univer-
sity, V.O. Ivanytsia established a collection of 
marine and environmentally valuable micro-
bial strains, which is a branch of the Ukrainian 
Collection of Microorganisms, and founded the 
scientifi c school “Marine Microbiology and En-
vironmental Biotechnology.”

V.O. Ivanytsia is a talented organizer of science. 
He has supervised more than 50 research projects 
on environmental issues of the Black Sea and the 
Odesa region and worked on state assignments 
and research projects addressing environmental 
problems of Zmiinyi Island under the directive of 
the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine.

In addition, he has led international grant 
projects, actively collaborates with scientists 
from many countries, and has organized nu-
merous international congresses, symposiums, 
and scientifi c conferences on microbiology and 
biotechnology. He founded and annually orga-
nizes the “International Summer School on Mo-
lecular Microbiology and Biotechnology” for 
young scientists.

Since 1997, Volodymyr O. Ivanytsia has served 
as Vice-Rector of Research at Odesa I.I. Mech-

nikov National University, Head of the Depart-
ment of Microbiology, Virology and Biotechno-
logy (1983—2015), and Vice President of the Vi-
nogradsky Society of Microbiologists of Ukraine. 
He is the founder and Editor-in-Chief of the 
scientifi c journal “Microbiology and Biotechnol-
ogy”, which is included in the list of professional 
scientifi c publications of Ukraine, registered with 
ISSN, and indexed in Index Copernicus and oth-
er scientometric databases; he is also a member of 
the editorial board of “Mic ro bio lo gical Journal.”

V.O. Ivanytsia is the author of more than 400 
publications, including 7 monographs and over 
50 inventions. Under his supervision, 15 Candi-
dates of Sciences have defended their theses.

On the occasion of his 80th anniversary, we 
sincerely wish Volodymyr Ivanytsia good health, 
inspiration, and new creative achievements!
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